§ 106-568.45. Use of assessments; refunds; annual audit.

(a) At least once per month, the Department shall remit all funds collected under this
Article to the Association. The Association shall use the funds to promote the interests of
tobacco growers. The Association shall prepare an annual report on the assessment funds
collected and the use of assessment funds. The Association shall publicly post the annual report
on its official Web site at least 30 days before the Association's annual meeting. Copies of the
annual report shall be made available to growers at the Association's annual meeting, and a
copy shall also be sent to the Commissioner of Agriculture.

(b) A tobacco grower may request a refund of the assessment collected under this
Article by submitting a written request for a refund to the Association postmarked on or before
December 31 of the same year. A refund request shall be accompanied by proof of payment of
the assessment satisfactory to the Association. The Association shall mail a refund to the
grower within 30 days of receipt of a properly documented refund request.

() The Association shall designate a third party to conduct an annual audit of the
implementation of this Article. The Association shall also designate the time at which the audit
may be conducted each year, provided that the results of the audit be available before or in
conjunction with the annual report. (2013-311,s. 1.)
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