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§ 163‑258.9.  Transmission of unvoted ballots.
(a)	 Not later than 60 days before the statewide general election in even‑numbered years 

and not later than 50 days before any other election, the county board of elections shall transmit a 
ballot and balloting materials to all covered voters who by that date submit a valid 
military‑overseas ballot application, except for a second primary. Provided, in a presidential 
election year, the board of elections shall provide general election ballots no later than three days 
after nomination of the presidential and vice presidential candidates if that nomination occurs 
later than 63 days prior to the statewide general election and makes compliance with the 60‑day 
deadline impossible. However, in the case of municipal elections, absentee ballots shall be made 
available no later than 30 days before an election. For a second primary which includes a 
candidate for federal office, the county board of elections shall transmit a ballot and balloting 
material to all covered voters who by that date submit a valid military‑overseas ballot application 
no later than 45 days before the second primary. For a second primary which does not include a 
candidate for federal office, the transmission of the ballot and ballot materials shall be as soon as 
practicable and shall be transmitted electronically no later than three business days and by mail 
no later than 15 days from the date the appropriate board of elections orders that the second 
primary be held pursuant to G.S. 163‑111. If additional offices are added to the ballot to fill a 
vacancy occurring after the deadline provided by this subsection, those ballots shall be 
transmitted as soon as practicable.

(b)	 A covered voter who requests that a ballot and balloting materials be sent to the voter 
by electronic transmission may choose facsimile transmission or electronic mail delivery, or, if 
offered by the voter's jurisdiction, Internet delivery. The election official in each jurisdiction 
charged with distributing a ballot and balloting materials shall transmit the ballot and balloting 
materials to the voter using the means of transmission chosen by the voter.

(c)	 If a ballot application from a covered voter arrives after the jurisdiction begins 
transmitting ballots and balloting materials to voters, the official charged with distributing a 
ballot and balloting materials shall transmit them to the voter not later than two business days 
after the application arrives.  (2011‑182, s. 1; 2013‑381, s. 17(b); 2017‑6, s. 3; 2018‑146, s. 3.1(a), 
(b).)


