§ 7A-44. Salary and expenses of superior court judge.

(a) A judge of the superior court, regular or special, shall receive the annual salary set
forth in the Current Operations Appropriations Act, and in addition shall be paid the same
travel allowance as State employees generally by G.S. 138-6(a), provided that no travel
allowance be paid for travel within his county of residence. The Administrative Officer of the
Courts may also reimburse superior court judges, in addition to the above funds for travel, for
travel and subsistence expenses incurred for professional education.

(b) In lieu of merit and other increment raises paid to regular State employees, a judge
of the superior court, regular or special, shall receive as longevity pay an annual amount equal
to four and eight-tenths percent (4.8%) of the annual salary set forth in the Current Operations
Appropriations Act payable monthly after five years of service, nine and six-tenths percent
(9.6%) after 10 years of service, fourteen and four-tenths percent (14.4%) after 15 years of
service, nineteen and two-tenths percent (19.2%) after 20 years of service, and twenty-four
percent (24%) after 25 years of service. "Service" means service as a justice or judge of the
General Court of Justice, as a member of the Utilities Commission, as an administrative law
judge, or as director or assistant director of the Administrative Office of the Courts. Service
shall also mean service as a district attorney or as a clerk of superior court. (Code, ss. 918,
3734; 1891, c. 193; 1901, c. 167; 1905, c. 208; Rev., s. 2765; 1907, c. 988; 1909, c. 85; 1911, c.
82; 1919, c. 51; C.S., s. 3884; 1921, c. 25, s. 3; 1925, c. 227; 1927, c. 69, s. 2; 1949, c. 157, s.
1; 1953, c. 1080, s. 1; 1957, c. 1416; 1961, c. 957, s. 2; 1963, c. 839, s. 2; 1965, c. 921, s. 2;
1967, c. 691, s. 40; 1969, c. 1190, s. 36; 1973, c. 1474; 1975, 2nd Sess., c. 983, s. 13; 1977, c.
802, s. 41.1; 1979, 2nd Sess., c. 1137, s. 28; 1981, c. 964, s. 18; 1983, c. 761, s. 244; 1983
(Reg. Sess., 1984), c. 1034, s. 165; c. 1109, ss. 2.2, 11, 13.1; 1985, c. 698, s. 10(a); 1987 (Reg.
Sess., 1988), c. 1086, s. 30(b); c. 1100, s. 15(c); 2007-323, s. 28.18A(c); 2009-451, s. 15.10;
2009-575, s. 13;2017-57, s. 35.4(f).)
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