
Exhibit 1:  DPS Assumes Safekeeping Responsibility for County Jail Inmates for a Variety of 
Reasons Including for Medical and Mental Health Treatment 

DPS determines 
Safekeeper can be 
returned to county 

custody and notifies 
county for pickup

Safekeeping Process for County Inmates in State Custody

County 
assumes 
custody

County determines need:
1. Presents serious escape risk
2. Uncontainable violent behavior
3. Needs protection from other inmates
4. Female or 18 years of age or less 
5. Fire or catastrophic event occurs
6. Imminent danger to staff or others
7. Facility space is insufficient or   
    inadequate
8. Medical or mental health treatment 

Judge grants 
Safekeeping 

order for medical or 
mental health  

purposes

{Safekeeper 
housed at state 

facility and 
provided medical, 

mental health, 
behavioral health, 

dental, and 
pharmaceutical 

services

Housed at 
County Facility

County 
picks up 

inmate from 
prison

In cases where need is medical 
or mental health treatment:

 
Note: Only one of the eight criteria is necessary to be met for a Safekeeper to be admitted.   

Source: Program Evaluation Division based on a review of state law and data from DPS. 



Exhibit 4: Recommended Process for Admitting and Extending Services to Safekeepers for Medical or Mental Health Purposes in 
State Prison Facilities 

 

Sher if f  be l ieves  cou nty  ja i l  
inm ate ’ s  med ica l o r  men tal 

hea lt h  need s  ca n b es t  be  m et  
b y  DPS

Ju dg e s ig ns  o rd er  a dm it t ing  
cou nty  ja i l  in ma te  to  pr is on a s  a 

Sa fek eeper  f o r  med ica l o r  menta l 
hea lt h  p urp oses  wi th  no  d e fine d 

pi c k up d ate

Sher if f  be l ieves  cou nty  
ja i l  i nma te’ s  med ica l o r  
menta l hea lt h  needs  c an  

b est  b e  met  b y  DPS

Ju dg e s ig ns  o rd er  a dm it t ing  
cou nty  ja i l  in ma te  to  pr is on a s  a 

Sa fek eeper  f o r  med ica l o r  menta l 
hea lt h  p urp oses  f or 10 -da y pe r iod

Current Process

Recommended Process

Wi th in 10  da ys ,  
Sa fek eeper  is  

p ick ed up  f r om 
p ri son  fa c i l i t y  b y  

cou nty  s heri f f s ta ff

Wi th in 10  da ys ,   
cou nty  s heri f f 

ob tai ns  wr i t ten DPS 
Hea lth  Ser v i ce s ’   
r ecomm end at ion  

Safekeeper is in 
prison and county 

requests Safekeeper 
to remain in prison

Safekeeper transported to 
prison facility

Safekeeper is in prison and 
county does not request 
Safekeeper to remain in 

prison

Cou nty  sh eri ff  p rov id es   
jud g e a  cop y of  D PS  

Hea lth  Ser v i ce s ’  s e t t ing  
r ecomm end at ion  an d  a  
r equ est  f o r  a  sec ond  
Sa fek eeper  o rd er f o r  

med ic al  o r m ental  hea lt h  
p urposes  

DPS H eal th  Ser v ic e s s ta f f p er fo rm  
med ic al  eval ua t ion a nd  rec ommend  

Sa fek eeper  r ece i ve  med ica l o r  men tal 
hea lt h  s e r v ic e s a t  p r is on o r  county  j ai l  

(b ased  on ja i l  ca pa b il i ti e s)

Cou nty  sh eri ff  p ic ks  up 
inm ate  a nd  re tur ns to  

cou nty  ja i l

Sa fek eeper  r ema ins  in  
p ri son  unt i l  D PS  Hea lth  

Ser v ic e s s ta f f n o t if y  
cou nty  t he  inm ate  c an  be  

r e tur ned  to  th e  county

Safekeeper 
transported to 
prison facility

Sa fek eeper  r ema ins  in  
p ri son

Judge does not 
grant second 

order

Judge grants 
second order

 
Source: Program Evaluation Division based on review of state law and information from the Department of Public Safety.  


