Article 4.
Venue; Petitions.
§ 7B-400. Venue.
(a)
(Effective until March 1, 2019) A proceeding in which a juvenile is alleged to be
abused, neglected, or dependent may be commenced in the district in which the juvenile resides
or is present. Notwithstanding G.S. 153A-257, the absence of a juvenile from the juvenile's
home pursuant to a protection plan during an assessment or the provision of case management
services by a department of social services shall not change the original venue if it
subsequently becomes necessary to file a juvenile petition.
(a)
(Effective March 1, 2019) A proceeding in which a juvenile is alleged to be
abused, neglected, or dependent may be commenced in the judicial district in which the
juvenile resides or is present at the time the petition is filed. If a regional social services
department includes counties in more than one judicial district, the department shall file in the
judicial district where the child resides or was present when the report required by G.S. 7B-301
was received. Notwithstanding G.S. 153A-257, the absence of a juvenile from the juvenile's
home pursuant to a protection plan during an assessment or the provision of case management
services by a department of social services shall not change the original venue if it
subsequently becomes necessary to file a juvenile petition.
(b)
When the director in one county conducts an assessment pursuant to G.S. 7B-302 in
another county because a conflict of interest exists, the director in the county conducting the
assessment may file a resulting petition in either county.
(c)
For good cause, the court may grant motion for change of venue before
adjudication. A pre-adjudication change of venue shall not affect the identity of the petitioner.
(d)
Any change of venue after adjudication shall be pursuant to G.S. 7B-900.1. (1979,
c. 815, s. 1; 1998-202, s. 6; 1999-456, s. 60; 2009-311, s. 2; 2013-129, s. 7; 2017-41, s. 4.4.)
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