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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 1 

AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 2 

DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH, TO STUDY THE BENEFITS AND RISKS 3 

ASSOCIATED WITH ALLOWING LICENSED HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONERS TO 4 

USE ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE IN TREATING PATIENTS. 5 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 6 

SECTION 1.  The Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Public 7 

Health, in consultation with the North Carolina Medical Board, shall study whether health care 8 

practitioners licensed in this State should be allowed to use alternative medicine in treating 9 

patients.  As part of this study, the Department shall (i) analyze the benefits and risks of 10 

alternative medicine, (ii) examine the experience of other states that currently allow licensed 11 

health care practitioners to use alternative medicine in treating patients, (iii) make 12 

recommendations about which licensed health care practitioners, if any, should be allowed to 13 

use alternative medicine in treating patients, and (iv) make recommendations about a process 14 

for approving specific types of alternative medicine that may be used by health care 15 

practitioners in treating patients. The Department shall report its findings to the General 16 

Assembly by December 31, 2011. As used in this section, "alternative medicine" means a group 17 

of diverse medical and health care interventions, practices, products, or disciplines that are not 18 

generally considered part of conventional medicine. 19 

SECTION 2.  This act is effective when it becomes law. 20 


